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The Theory of the Spirit of Meaning irom the Point
of View of Jom Seminary Scholars in the Recent
(entury (Focusing on the Imam Khomeini, Allameh
Tabatabai and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s Views)*

Hamed Shivapoor™

According to the theory of “the spirit of the meaning” (stating that the words are
coined for the spirit of the meanings), words are coined and made for a spirit
common between the meanings of different examples rather than the characteristics
of those examples. According to this point of view, the meaning of similar words
such as throne, chair, tablet, pen, etc. in the Quran and sunnah is neither their
apparent meaning nor their figurative meaning, rather their meaning is so broad that
it includes non-material examples as well.

The theory of the spirit of meaning was originally proposed to justify the similar
words of the Qur'an; But it can be generally classified in the category of macro
theories in lexicology. This point of view was proposed by Ghazali for the first time,
and after him, many great Islamic thinkers accepted it. In the last century, this theory
has been given a chance to be reproposed in the seminary of Qom; therefore, the
views of three prominent scholars in the seminary of Qom, namely Imam Khomeini,
Allameh Tabatabai, and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli on this theory are discussed from
different perspectives and various approaches.

In this article, these three figures’ explanations about this theory, their
similarities and differences are superiorities one have in respect to the others are
examined.

Keywords: Lexicology, the spirit of meaning, the use of words, Imam Khomeini,
Allameh Tabatabai, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli.
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3 Assistant Propfessor, Department of Theology, Mofid University, Qom, Iran.

Email: h_shivapoor@yahoo.com.



Attribution - NonCommercial 4.0 International

2/

Al-Mustafa e - - -
Tnt sonal .: The Scientific-Research Journal (A) Arabic Language and Literature Studies
: Vol. 1, Issue 2, No. 2, Autumn & Winter 2022

University

The Development of the Science of Allegories: Badi’
(A Branch of Arabic Literature) in Qom Seminary
during the Last 100 Years; A Case Study of the Array
Tashabuh al-Atral in the Book al-Mizan*

Abdullah Movahhedi Moheb ™~ & Mehdi Ashayeri Monfared i

During the last century, Qom Seminary has developed innovative theories in
various branches of Islamic sciences including in the science of Allegories (Badi’).
Tashabuh al-Atraf (to repeat in the head of a sentence the word used in the end of
the previous one) is one of the arrays that, in addition to the aesthetic function, also
has a semantic function. This semantic function is such that neglecting it has caused
some commentators to misunderstand. Among the commentaries that have been
written in the last hundred years in Qom Seminary, al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an and
Tafsir Surah al-Hamd can be mentioned among which al-Mizan is a work in which
not only literary knowledge and sciences are used in the process of understanding,
but it also presents innovative ideas in literary issues. Allameh Tabatabai's
innovations in Al-Mizan can compete with other new linguistic ideas in the world.
One of his innovative ideas is considering the semantic function of the array
Tashabuh al-Atraf in the process of interpreting and understanding the text.
Although the semantic function of this array has been sporadically paid attention to
before Allameh, it had not been used as a method in the process of interpreting and
understanding the text and its meanings and the quality of its effect had not been
discovered by then. Therefore, applying the semantic function of this array and
discovering its meanings can be considered one of the innovations in recent century
in Qom Seminary.

This stuly, in the first stage, proves that the array Tashabuh al-Atraf has a semantic
function, as sporadically can be found in some of the works of some commentators.
Then it proves that paying attention to the significance of this array in a systematic and
precise way is one of Allameh Tabatabai's initiatives in al-Mizan.

Keywords: the science of Badi’, Tashabuh al-atraf, the process of understanding the
text, aesthetic effect, semantic effect, Allameh Tabatabai, the centenary
of Qom Seminary.
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The New Lexical Paradigm in the Recent Century of
the Qom Seminary*

.

Abd ul-Muttalib Faridifar

The use of literary sciences is essential for engaging with the language of the
Quran and accurately understanding the divine message. Research conducted in
different periods on literary sciences has paved the way for better utilization of the
Quranic language and understanding the divine message. This study focuses on
examining the transformations in the Qom seminary over the past century regarding
the lexicology of the Quranic language. Some commentators, for the precise
semantics of Quranic vocabulary, have utilized sciences such as lexicography,
morphology, syntax, rhetoric, etc., and have dedicated a separate section titled
"Language and Morphology" to it. Although some do not accept morphology as a
real science, considering it a kind of personal taste and appreciation within scholarly
circles, their method of semantic analysis of Quranic words in interpretation can be
seen as a new development in the last hundred years of the Qom seminary.

Contrary to the prevalent method in morphology, they have proposed a new
approach to identifying intransitive and transitive verbs. In the rules of elision (i'lal),
a new method based on "following the vowel" or "sukun of letter" paves the way for
a significant transformation in elision rules. Referring multiple meanings to a single
meaning is another transformation in semantics. By providing a new criterion for
word derivation (the existence of two specific positions in the substance and form of
each word), many of the meanings presented for lexical and morphological
derivatives are considered invalid. This research examines the recent century's new
developments in the Qom seminary's model of Quranic word semantics in
interpretation.

Keywords: Morphology, Lexicography, Interpretation, Elision (i'lal), Intransitive,
Transitive, Semantics.
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The Development in Recognizing Singular Words
in the Quran in the Recent Century*

Investigating the meanings of the words of the Holy Quran has always been one
of the serious concerns of the Quranic community, and various groups have played a
role in this: lexicographers, commentators, jurists, etc., have written valuable works
in this field. Undoubtedly, one of the most central groups for the study of Arabic
words is the lexicographers, and among them, Ibn Faris, who is considered one of
the most important lexicographers of the fourth century AH, created a tremendous
change in the lexicography of the Arabic language by proposing the idea of
"semantic principle”. Being borrowed as a model from great grammarians like 1bn
Durayd, Ibn Sikkit, and Khalil, it started to be forgotten after Ibn Faris. Although
this principle is apparently only noticed by Ibn Faris, other lexicographers also used
the semantic principle in their books and actually believed in it. Although it seems
that only Ibn Faris had paid attention to this principle, but the works of other
scholars yell that they have also used it and believed in it in practice. In addition to
the existence of various evidences indicating the acceptance of the semantic
principle in the words of lexicalists, another reason is that a great lexical scholar like
Ibn Faris had admitted it. Centuries after him, contemporary Quran researcher,
Hassan Mostafavi, accepted the "semantic principle” and considered all Arabic
materials to only have one root and based on that examined and explained the
Quran. By comparing their performance - in examining words and focusing on the
"semantic principle™ - compared to other books that deal with the words of the
Qur'an, tremendous changes and beauties can be seen in the meanings of the words
of the Qur'an, changes that are related to the principles of the Arabic language and
meanings. It is not contradictory to what has been said in other books, but it is more
detailed and targeted than most of the explanations in the books of interpretation,
vocabulary, and grammar and Gharib al-Qur'an.

Keywords: Al-Tahagiq fi kalamat al-Qur'an, Mustafavi, the semantic principle, 1bn
Faris.
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The Extension of the Science of Meanings (Ma’ani
in Rhetorics) in the Recent Century of the Qom
Seminary: A Case Study of Al-Mizan Commentary*

Mohammad Ashayeri Monfared

The science of ma’ani is one of the three branches of rhetorical sciences. Over
the past hundred years, the Qom seminary has been consistently engaged in the
teaching, promotion, and development of this science. This article examines the
growth and changes in this science within the context of the Qom seminary's
century-long evolution. To address this issue, the article focuses on the Al-Mizan
commentary and specifically investigates the development of the science of ma’ani
within this esteemed interpretation of the Quran. The research hypothesis posits that
Allameh Tabatabaei, in his Al-Mizan commentary, has made significant
contributions in terms of critique, innovation, and the addition of new principles in
the preliminary discussions and internal topics of the science of ma’ani.

Keywords: Science of Ma’ani, Rhetoric, Allameh Tabatabaei, Al-Mizan, Qom
Seminary.
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Applying the Science of Badi’ in Inferring Islamie
Rulings Based on the Opinions and Works of
Scholars in the Recent Century of Qom Seminary*

Mohammad-Hasan Rabbani Birjandi* ~ & Mohammad-Ali Javan™ "~

Literary science is one of the prerequisites of ijtihad; but there is a disagreement
regarding the number and titles of literary sciences which are the basis of ijtihad.
Some jurists do not consider any of the rhetorical sciences to be one of the basic
sciences of ijtihad, just as most of the supporters of the necessity of rhetorical
sciences for ijtihad have excluded the science of badi’. In contrast to these two
groups, a group of Islamic scientists and especially some contemporary jurists of the
Qom Seminary are of the opinion that not only the sciences of eloquence and
balagha, but also the science of Badi’ are among the necessary prerequisites for
ijtihad. While criticizing the views of the opponents, they also tried to present a
rational argument on the necessity of the science of badi’ for ijtihad. In addition to
this argument that they have presented in the discussion of their principles, referring
to the jurisprudential works of these scholars leads us to the conclusion that in many
places of their jurisprudence they have argued based on the rules of the science of
badi’ or criticized the opposing opinion by using this knowledge.

This article, relying on the works of some great scholars of Qom Seminary in
recent decades, while criticizing the arguments of the opponents, explains the
argument of the necessity of bidi’ for ijtihad, and being aware that so far no one has
reported the traces of badi’ and its arrays in the operations of jurisprudential and
principled inference, it reports examples of reference to arrays like half-truth,
Syllepsis, moshakela (quasi-facial), spelling and homogeneity, from the legal and
jurisprudential texts compiled in the Seminary of Qom in the last one hundred years.

Keywords: The science of Badi’s, Syllepsis, the principle of non-Syllepsis, half-
truth, moshakela (quasi-facial), spelling, homograph, literary puns,
preference for eloquence and rhetoric.
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