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Stillness and Guidance: A Phenomenological
Analysis of Surah Al-Kahi Based on Gaston
Bachelard’s Poetics of Space

Shiva Sadeghi’ & Mohammad Reza Beigi?

Abstract

Surah Al-Kahf, through its narration of the Story of the Companions of the Cave
(Ashab al-Kahf), provides a profound ground for conveying messages of divine
guidance and human spiritual maturation. Adopting a phenomenological approach,
this study aims to analyze the spatial structure and the internal human experience in
Surah Al-Kahf, utilizing Gaston Bachelard’s Poetics of Space as its theoretical
framework. The study focuses on four foundational Bachelardian components—-the
house/nest, the shell, the dialectic of inside and outside, and intimate/inner
immensity (I'immensité¢ intime)- to demonstrate how the confined and sheltering
environments in the narrative of the Companions of the Cave facilitate
contemplative focus in worship, inner tranquility, and the perception of divine
guidance. Employing a qualitative-analytical method, verses 9 through 26 of Surah
Al-Kahf were examined, categorized, and analyzed in light of the aforementioned
components. The findings reveal that the cave, functioning as a sanctuary of refuge,
plays an operative role in conveying the message of guidance and spiritual
transcendence through the dynamic interplay of interiority and exteriority as well as
the lived experience of inner immensity within Bachelard’s imaginative spatiality.
Furthermore, through its spatial structuring, Surah Al-Kahf shapes the believer’s
inner experience and spiritual mindfulness, fostering identification with the
narrative figures and the comprehension of divine wisdom. The analysis
substantiates that the confined, protective spaces of the story fulfill a teleological
function in human guidance by engendering serenity and mental concentration.
Consequently, Bachelard's phenomenological framework demonstrates significant
heuristic value for explicating the subjective interiority and spiritual presence of
humanity within religious and sacred texts.

Keywords: Surah Al-Kahf, Phenomenology, Poetics of Space, Gaston
Bachelard.
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A Layered Stylistic Analysis of The Asharat Prayer

Somayeh Montej; 1 Masoud Bavan Poori2 & Haydar Zohrab3

Abstract

Drawing on Mahmoud Fotouhi's framework of layered stylistics, this study
provides a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the ‘Asharat prayer, with the
aim of elucidating the ways in which form and meaning are structured and integrated
within this religious-literary text. The findings indicate that the ‘Asharat prayer is a
multilayered and interconnected text in which lexical, phonological, morphological,
syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic elements interact synergistically to construct a
devotional, monotheistic, and ritual experience. At the lexical level, the deliberate
selection of vocabulary associated with monotheism, divine transcendence, praise,
prophethood, the Imamate, and eschatology creates a semantic network centered on
the recurrent use of formulas of divine transcendence, particularly subhana. This
repetition not only contributes to the rhythmic quality of the discourse but also
articulates the text's monotheistic worldview. At the phonological level, the
prominent occurrence of emphatic consonants and guttural sounds, together with
balanced rhymes, subtle forms of paronomasia, and phonological parallelism,
generates an internal musicality that corresponds to the prayer’s contemplative and
rosary character. The analysis of the morphological and syntactic layers reveals that
the predominance of nominal sentences, the high frequency of present tense verbs,
the use of intensive forms and active participles, and the suppression of human
agency create a linguistic structure that foregrounds the continuity and absolute
nature of divine agency, thereby shifting the discourse from a primarily reportorial
mode toward a mode of presence and remembrance. At the semantic level, the
concepts of monotheism, divine justice, resurrection, practical mysticism, and the
balance between fear and hope are articulated within a coherent semantic network
that structures the intellectual and theological horizon of the text. At the pragmatic
level, finally, the supplication is analyzed as a speech act whose primary purpose is
not the transmission of information, but rather the establishment of a devotional
state, moral nurture, psychological reassurance, and the reinforcement of Shi'i
religious identity. Overall, the findings demonstrate that the Asharat prayer is a text
that integrates aesthetic and theological dimensions in a simultaneous and mutually
reinforcing manner and its multilayered stylistic organization thus plays a
significant role in its enduring transmission, religious efficacy, and ritual
significance within Shi'i culture.

Keywords: The Asharat prayer; layered stylistics; phonological analysis; lexical
analysis; al-Sah1fa al-Sajjadiyya.
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The Eifectiveness of Reading Strategies in
Improving the Skills of Arabic Language Students:
A Case Study of Undergraduate Students at
Farhangian University of Qom

Pouran Rezaei Choshali' & Mohammad kalashi?

Abstract

In second or foreign language education, reading skills are considered among the
most significant skills in the process of decoding written messages and are classified
as input skills. These skills facilitate the expansion of the learner’s vocabulary; by
reading and comprehending a text, the learner essentially steps into the intellectual
sphere of the second or foreign language. Furthermore, while reading, the learner
stores vocabulary, linguistic structures, word arrangements, and grammatical rules
in their mind. The objective of the present study is to investigate the reading
strategies of students majoring in Arabic Language Teaching at Farhangian
University and to propose practical solutions for enhancing their reading skills. This
study is applied in nature, utilizing a survey method with field implementation and a
quantitative approach. The research population consisted of 70 seventh-semester
students of Arabic Language Teaching, who were selected via purposive sampling
based on specific criteria. Data were collected using a researcher-made Reading
Strategy Questionnaire and analyzed using SPSS software. The findings indicated
that when reading Arabic texts, students primarily focus on the meaning of
sentences and grasping the general concept of the text. In addition, when
encountering an unfamiliar word, they tend to guess its meaning. They typically
read the text sentence-by-sentence and pay less attention to the relationships
between paragraphs and the overall coherence of the text. Furthermore, if the text
includes images, they utilize them to identify the topic and better comprehend the
text.

Keywords: Arabic language teaching, reading skills, reading strategy.
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Personilication ol Eschatological Objects in the
Language of the Qur’an: From Literal Meaning to
Figurative Meaning

Mahdi Zaidi' & kamal Keshavarzi?

Abstract

This article examines the phenomenon of the personification of eschatological
objects in the Qur’an, whereby inanimate entities, such as fire, Hell, and bodily
organs, are described using attributes ordinarily associated with rational beings. The
study aims to investigate the various views of Qur'anic exegetes and scholars of
Arabic rhetoric concerning the interpretation of these verses and to determine the
relationship between literal and figurative meaning in such descriptions. Employing
a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study examines three principal
approaches to interpreting these verses: first, the view that such attributes should be
understood according to their literal meanings; second, the approach that interprets
them figuratively by identifying the semantic relations underlying the figurative
expressions; and third, the approach that explains their meaning on the assumption
that certain words or expressions have been omitted from the verses. By analyzing
the rhetorical and exegetical foundations of these approaches, the present study
seeks to provide a systematic account of the ways in which language is employed to
describe the eschatological realm and its implications. It also seeks to address the
fundamental question of whether these descriptions refer to an objective reality in
the eschatological realm or merely serve a rhetorical and figurative function. The
findings of this study may contribute to a deeper understanding of the linguistic
structures of the Qur'an and of the subtle rhetorical features of its discourse in
describing unseen realities.

Keywords: Qur'anic exegesis; eschatological objects; personification of
inanimate entities; literal meaning; figurative meaning.
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The Eschatological Encounter of the Virtuous and
the Wicked with the Record of Deeds in the Mirror
of Visual Contrast

Marzieh abad,'elham keramati' & seyed hoseyn seyedi"

Abstract

Artistic imagery constitutes a fundamental pillar of the Quranic stylistic
framework and serves as a prominent instrument for articulating abstract meanings,
mental constructs, and human internal states. Among the diverse modes of Quranic
imagery, the rhetorical device of contrast (Tagabul) occupies a distinctive position,
most notably in verses depicting the encounter of the righteous and the wicked with
their “Book of Deeds.” Employing a descriptive-analytical approach and drawing
upon selected Quranic samples, this study examines the pictorial contrasts within
these verses, incorporating the perspectives of prominent scholars of imagery,
including Sayyid Qutb and Husayn Juma.The findings reveal that the righteous are
portrayed through the honorable receipt of their Book of Deeds in their right hand,
characterized by joy and a blissful return to their heavenly families. Conversely, the
wicked are depicted receiving the Book in a humiliating manner- either with their
left hand or from behind their backs-manifesting terrified countenances and a
desperate longing for annihilation. In these verses, explicit and bilateral contrasts
primarily manifest through three modalities: oppositional contrast, structural order,
and rhythmic contrast, whereas implicit and unilateral contrasts are predominantly
grounded in oppositional contrast.The research results indicate that in delineating
these scenes, the Holy Quran employs sophisticated techniques, including the
harmony of word and meaning, embodiment (Tajsim), imagination (Takhayyul),
metonymy (Kinayah), repetition, apostrophe (Iltifat), synesthesia, and kinetic verbs.
Beyond highlighting the divergent fates of the two groups, these pictorial contrasts
vividly articulate theological messages regarding the reality of the Resurrection
(Ma'ad) and human accountability, thereby consolidating the religious
consciousness of divine omniscience and the realization of the Hereafter in the
minds of the recipients. Furthermore, in explicit contrasts, the rhetorical precedence
(Taqdim) of the righteous’ fate over that of the wicked functions as a motivational
mechanism that bolsters hope in the recipient, while implicit contrasts, by omitting
one side of the duality, compel the recipient’s mind to mentally complete the scene.

Keywords: Holy Quran, Imagery, Contrast between the Righteous and the Wicked,
Book of Deeds.
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Validating the Disjunctive Exception in the Arabic
Language

Seyyed Hadi Siadat;' Seyyed Hamid Jazayeri? & Mohammad Ashayeri Monfared?

Abstract

The validity or invalidity of the disjunctive exception (al-istithn@’ al-mungqati)
has long been a matter of controversy. Some Shiite and Sunni jurists have
considered this type of exception invalid; however, a large number of jurists and
literary scholars have affirmed its validity and occurrence in the Arabic language,
maintaining that the actual point of contention concerns whether it should be
regarded as literal or figurative. Disagreement over the validity of this linguistic
construction has extended beyond translation to juridical reasoning and legal
rulings. The disagreement between Ayatollah al-Khoei, on the one hand, and
Shaykh al-Ansari and Imam Khomeini, on the other, concerning the acceptance of
tijarah an taradin (trade conducted by mutual consent) as encompassing the
exclusive grounds for legitimate transactions is rooted in the controversy
surrounding the validity of the disjunctive exception. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method, this study undertakes a relatively comprehensive survey of the
views of scholars of Arabic linguistics and literature, Qur'anic exegesis,
jurisprudence, and the principles of jurisprudence, from both Shiite and Sunni
traditions, concerning the disjunctive exception. The most important arguments
advanced in support of its validity are consensus and its occurrence in the Qur’an,
Arabic poetry, and eloquent Arabic prose. Conversely, the principal arguments
against its validity include the absence of exclusion in the disjunctive exception, its
perceived conventional and linguistic awkwardness, the claim that illa is not used in
the sense of 1akin (“but/rather”), and the reduction of all disjunctive exceptions to
conjunctive exceptions. After demonstrating the insufficiency of the arguments
advanced by both sides, this study presents its own preferred position concerning the
true nature of the disjunctive exception.

Keywords: Disjunctive Exception; AL Istithnd’ al-Mungati: Conjunctive

Exception, illd; Idkin.
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